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DHORUBA IS FREE! 


March 22, 
1990-A packed 
Manhattan court- 
room erupted 
into a thunder- 
ous, foot-stomp- 
ing celebration 
when a judge 
freed Dhoruba al- 
Mujahid Bin Wahad, a former Black Panther 
Party leader, after 19 years in prison. Dho- 
ruba had been convicted of the attempted 
murder of two NYC policemen. His conviction 
was overturned when State Supreme Court 
Judge Peter J. McQuillan found that the prose- 
cution had failed to disclose important evi- 
dence. The state’s primary witness against 
Dhoruba was Pauline Joseph, a heroin addict 
with a long history of mental problems. The 
prosecution failed to disclose that the witness 
had phoned in a statement totally contradict- 
ing her trial testimony, a fact which came to 
light only after Dhoruba’s lawyers,Bob Bloom, 
Liz Fink and Bob Boyle, obtained over 300,000 
pages of documents chronicling the COIN- 
TELPRO campaign against Dhoruba and the 
Panthers. 

Not content with stealing 19 years of 
Dhoruba’s freedom, Manhattan District 
Attorney Robert Morgenthau stated that he 
would appeal this ruling. Outside the 
courtroom, Dhoruba told supporters, “I would 
hope there is another trial, to see exactly how 
little evidence they have against-me.” Said. 
Dhoruba, “I am not bitter in the sense | have 
no feelings of vengeance or rage.” 
However, he added, “It is hard to accept 
the fact that | left 19 years of my life 
and my manhood in pon toe a crime | 
didn't commit.” 
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INT’L SYMPOSIUM PLANNED 
FOR APRIL 28th IN NEW YORK: 
Public Cultural Event to Follow 


Freedom Now will hold a day-long International Symposium on Political 
Prisoners in the US on April 28th in New York. The program is planned as a 
major step toward getting more people directly involved in the preparation 
for the International Tribunal on Political Prisoners in the US. The Tribunal, 
originally planned for April 28th, was postponed until next fall in order to 
allow for necessary fund-raising and organizing. A tentative date for the 
Tribunal has been set for October, 1990 in New York. 

The April 28th program is by invitation only and will consist of a day- 
long series of workshops. In the morning session, a distinguished panel of 
five presenters and responders will speak about political prisoners and POWs 
in the U.S. on behalf of the Black/New African, Puerto Rican, Native Ameri- 
can and North American anti-imperialist and disarmament prisoners. Con- 
firmed members of the panel to date include Pilar Noriega, a Mexican 
human rights attorney who represented Puerto Rican POW William Morales, 
Ninotchska Rosca, a writer from the Phillipines, Lynn Romano, A Plowshares 
activist and former political prisoner, Safiya (jill) Elijah, National Secretary of 
the New Afrikan People’s Organization, Bobby Castillo, Native American ac- 
tivist, Dr. Luis Nieves Falcon, professor at the University of San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, and Ron Kuby, human rights attorney from New York. 

A series of afternoon workshops will divide participants into six groups: 
political activists, religious activists, students/teachers, labor organizers, 
professionals, and media. The theme of the workshops will be to strategize 
as to how to effectively build toward the International Tribunal. Confirmed 
coordinators for the workshops include Dr. Barbara Zeller, MD, and Felix 
Schafer, political activist. 

On the night of the 28th, following the Symposium, Freedom Now will 
hold a major political/cultural event open to the public. The political part of 
the program will consist of an exciting and distinguished panel of recently 
released political prisoners, including Dora Garcia and Filiberto Ojeda-Rios, 
Puerto Rican political prisoners, and Dhoruba Bin-Wahad. 


See SYMPOSIUM next page 


Three representatives of Freedom 
Now flew to Geneva, Switzerland in - 
February to attend the annual meet- 
ing of the UN Human Rights Commis- 
sion. The three-Ahmed Obafemi, 
Julio Rosado, and Bob Boyle—were 
accompanied by Antonia Rodriguez of 
the MLN. The purpose of the trip was 
to publicize the Campaign and specifi- 
cally the Tribunal as well as to con- 
tinue to build contacts with members 
of the international community in fur- 
therance of the goal of obtaining non- 
governmental organization (NGO) 
status at the Commission. Obtaining 
NGO status would enable Freedom 
Now to make formal presentations 
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before the Commission. . 

The group deemed the trip a great 
success. They were able to meet with 
delegates from nations and NGOs 
which included Cuba, the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran, the International 
League for the Liberation of Peoples, 
and the International Commission of 
Health Professionals. A copy of the 
Freedom Now presentation was dis- 
tributed to most of the delegations 
present, and dossier documents were 
given to more significant contacts. In 
a significant development, seven 
nations pressed the issue of political 
prisoners in the US when they exer- 
cised their ‘right of reply” to the pres- 


entation made by the U.S. delegate. 

In addition to Geneva, the group 
traveled to London, Paris, and West 
Germany for speaking engagements 
and meetings. The reception was 
deemed highly favorable. 
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Following the testimony of the 
panel, everyone will be treated to an 
exciting cultural program featuring 
the Fourth Wall Repertory Company 
as well as music by Revelation, a 
young Black women’s a cappella 
group, and Los Planeros del 21, a 
popular Puerto Rican band. 

All are encouraged to come and 
bring friends to the political/ 
cultural event on Saturday night. 
Those interested in attending the 
Symposium should contact Freedom 
Now in New York at 212 860-4101. 

In addition to the April 28th 
activities, two other events will 
lead up to the Tribunal. In June, 
Freedom Now is sponsoring a 
gathering of religious leaders to 
discuss how they can become more 
intimately involved in the work on 
behalf of political prisoners in the 
this country. The group will 
produce a formal statement from 
their discussion which will outline 
their position to the public. Fi- 
nally, in early September, Free- 
dom Now will hold a public reading 
by writers in New York to both 
further educate the public as well 
as organize the artist community 
around the Campaign. 


Original art by Lucy Berrios-Berrios, a Puerto 
Rican political prisoner arrested in 1985 for 
distributing toys on Three Kings Day in 
Hartford, Connecticut. The toys were 
allegedly purchased with stolen money. 

Her release date is December, 1990. 


Freedom Now! Volume 1, No. 1, Gpril 1990 


THE FACTS ARE SHOWING... 


FREEDOM NOW! Freedom Now has so far adopted the cases 
of 97 political prisoners. 38 of these are Black/New African; 3 are 
Native American; 22 are Puerto Rican; 24 are white northameri- 
cans; the remainder are from Ireland, Italy, Japan, and the Virgin 
Islands. 25% are women. (These numbers are subject to change 
as people are imprisoned and released.) 


LONG ROAD TO FREEDOM. Among these prisoners, there 
are 8 Black/New African prisoners who are approaching their 
third decade in prison: Sundiata Acoli (73), Herman Bell (’73), 
Richard Mafundi Lake (total of 19 yrs), Mondo Langa (’70), Ger- 
onimo Pratt (’71), Albert Nuh Washington ('71), Jalil Abdul Mun- 
taquin ('71). Hugo Pinell has been in for 25 years, since 1964. 


SENTENCING SCANDALS. The Puerto Rican POWs have an 
average sentence of 67 years each, over three times as much as 
the sentences meted out by Latin American dictatorships against 
revolutionaries in the sixties. (Source: Natl. Comm. to Free 
Puerto Rican POWs) 

Susan Rosenberg and Tim Blunk received 58 years for posses- 
sion—not use—of weapons and explosives. These are the longest 
sentences ever given for this conviction. They are sixteen times 
the national average for murder. Linda Evans got 45 years for 
making false statements in the purchase of four guns. 

Compare these sentences to the 7 years given to the man 
convicted of actually bombing an abortion clinic; or to the 23 
months served by Don Black, Grand Wizard of the Alabama Ku 
Klux Klan, who was arrested with a boatload of automatic weap- 
ons and explosives at almost the same time as Susan and Tim. 
The Klansman was with a group that was en route to a coup 
attempt on the Black island of Dominica. (Source: Daedalus Pro- 
ductions). 

In another instance, beer heir Augie Busch shot and killed a 
friend point blank with a .357 magnum. He received a five year 
suspended sentence and served no time. Five years later, driving 
drunk in the Southwest, he killed someone again but quickly left 
the state. He was never charged. (Source: Adjoa Aiyetoro, Co- 
chair, NCBL). 


SSSHHHH!! In 1978, US Ambassador to the UN Andrew 
Young admitted publicly that there were political prisoners in the 
US. Officials issued denials and Young was fired immediately. If 
there are no political prisoners, then what are they trying to hide? 


A PEOPLE IMPRISONED. Twenty-three percent of 20-29 year- 
old Black men are in jail, in prison, on probation, or on parole. 
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610,000 Black men in this age bracket are under 
the control of the criminal justice system, while 
only 436,000 Black men of all ages are in 
college! (Source: The Sentencing Project, cited 
in the Chicago Tribune, 2/27/90). __- j 


“While white people go to prison at a rate 
similar to that for most Western Europeans, the 
US Black imprisonment rate is the highest in the 
world. In fact, Blacks in the US go to prison at 
almost twice the rate of Blacks in South Africa.” 


(Source: Can't Jail the Spirit_) 


QUOTE 


“This is the crime of which | accuse my 
country and my countrymen, and for which 
neither | nor history will ever forgive them, that 
they have destroyed and are destroying hun- 
dreds of thousands of lives and do not know it 
and do not want to know it.” James Baldwin, 


The Fire Next Time, _ 


Luz Bueno 


WELCOME 
HOME! 


FREEDOM NOW extends a heartfelt 
embrace to the following recently 
released comrades: 

. Dora Garcia will be released on 
April 18th after completing a three- 
year sentence on a conviction of con- 
spiracy to assist in the escape of Oscar 
Lopez. 

Katya Komisaruk was released 
recently after completing a five- 
year sentence for destroying a 
nuclear missile computer. 

Dhoruba al-Mujahid Bin Wahad 
was released on March 22nd after 
19 years in prison. (See cover story) 

The following disarmament 
activists have recently been released: 

Katie Williams, Theodore Thomas, 
George Ostensen, Bonnie Urfer, Betty 
Lewis, Kathy Kelly, Mike Stanek, 
Marilyn Felion, Joe Gump, Sr. 


THE GRAPEVINE 


The following people responded 
„so far to our request for prisoner 
updates. We urge others to send us 
word for the next issue. Also, 
please send the national office any 
color photos of yourselves, pref- 
erably with family and friends 
(not the usual mug shot), for our 
‘slide show. ' i 


HERMAN FERGUSON reports 
that he is presently at the 
Brooklyn House of Detention for 
court appearances re motions in 
federal and NY state supreme 
courts. About 5000 pages of 
heavily re-dated file documents 
were received from the FBI 
through a court order. Lawyers 
are attempting to force the FBI to 
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Spanish Political Prisoners near Death 
as Hunger Strike Approaches 130th Day 


- As we go to press, 58 political 
prisoners of the Communist Party 
of Spain (reconstituted) and the 
GRAPO (October First Armed Anti- 
Facist Resistance Groups) have been 
on a hunger strike for 123 days. 
The moving element behind the 
strike is the isolation and dispersion 
policy of the Spanish Government. 
On December 31, 1989, close to 
15,000 people demonstrated in 
front of the jail at Herrera de la 
Mancha in Spain supporting the 
strike and also exhorting the 
reunification of the various Basque 
prisoners in the south of Euskadi. 


comply with a Federal court ruling 
and correct the re-dated documents 
with original dates. A suit against the 
FBI for dilatory and contempous 
behaviour will be entered on his 
behalf shortly. #89A4621, Attica 
Correctional Facility, Attica, NY. c/o 
Freedom for Herman Ferguson 
Comm, PO Box 393 Brooklyn, NY 
11238-007 


RICARDO JIMENEZ has been 
denied a request for a furlough in 
order to see his mother, who is 
hospitalized with a terminal 
illness. He asks that we send 
letters of protest to Michael 
Quinlan, Director, Bureau of 
Prisons, 320 First Street, NW, 
Washington P DC 20539. 


CAROL SAUCIER MANNING 
reports from Lexington prison that 
she finally received good medical 
care and underwent physical ther- 
apy for her hand, which she had 
injured in an industrial accident 
last year. Her hand has recovered 
but is still stiff. In April she will 
go before the parole board. 


Since then, the GRAPO prisoner 
family members have taken over the 
Red Cross building in various 
buildings in Spain to denounce the 
government's lack of sensitivity in its 
refusal to negotiate and policy of 
force-feeding the hunger-strikers. 
Readers may send telegrams or 
calls the Spanish Embassy in Wash- 
ington demanding: 
e an end to the force-feeding; 
e the reunification of the PCE(r) 
and GRAPO prisoners. 
2700 W. 15th St. 
Northwest Washington, DC 
(202) 265-0190 


ED MEAD is now serving his 15th 
year of continuous confinement for 
two concurrent counts of first degree 
assault. According to the recent 
Department of Corrections (DOC) 
Statistics, the average amount of time 
served for this offense is less than 5 
years. Two things distinguish Ed’s 
assaults: (1) neither of his police 
officer victims were in any way 
harmed; and (2) he is a communist 
who is being “silently beefed” for a 
bombing of DOC headquarters back 
in-1975. #251397, Washington 
State Reformatory, PO Box 777, 
Monroe, WA 98277 


DR. MUTULU SHAKUR is cur- 
rently imprisoned at Lompoc US 
Penitentiary, 3901 Klein Blvd., 
Lompoc, CA 93436, case 
#83205-012. Dr. Shakur’s 
petition for certiorari to have the 
US Supreme Court review his case 
was denied on Feb. 20, 1990. Dr. 
Shakur’s constitutional rights had 
been denied by the government's 
misuse before the jury of his 
motion for POW status. The court 
had precluded the defense from 
presenting principles of interna- 
tional law to the jury. 
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WORK REPORTS... 


SAN FRANCISCO. FN organized a 
public event on December 9th at 
which Adjoa Aiyetoro spoke. One 
hundred and seventy people attended 
the program, which included poetry 
and music by Swing Shift. In addition 
to work around the Tribunal, FN has 
been doing a lot of outreach and 
educational activities, including one at 
a prison symposium. 


NEW YORK. In December, a crafts sale 
and program was held with speakers 
Joan Gibbs and Julio Rosado. The 
event took place in Soho and was 
aired on WBAI radio station. The 
group has done a couple of other 
shows on WBAI, as well as speaking 
engagements at various political 
events and in local University classes. 
A major focus of work has been the 
ongoing preparation for the Tribunal. 
The most current focus is the Sympo- 
sium set for April 28th in New York. In 
March and April, educational pro- 
grams are planned and will be spon- 
sored by the Marxist School and The 
Learning Alliance. 


CHICAGO. The major event of the 
spring is a program set for April 6th at 
Depaul University which will include 
William Kunstler and a slide show on 
the Campaign. In the afternon, Mr. 
Kunstler will speak at the University of 
Chicago Law School as well as the 
Cook County Public Defendér’s Office. 
Much media outreach is planned for 


` the date, including interviews on NPR ` 


and WLS radio. The group is also or- 
ganizing people to attend the April 
28th program in New York, and hopes 
to charter a bus to travel from Chi- 
cago. | : 
Past events have included house 
meetings/potlucks and video show- 


ings, including showings at North- 
western University and Loyola Law 
School. On February 16th the 
group sponsored a program which 
included the film “Sacco and 
Vanzetti” and a dramatic reading of 
statements from some of the pris- 
oners. More recently, the group 
participated in an all-day teach-in 
at Northeastern Illinois University 
which was sponsored by the Union 
of Puerto Rican Students. 

The national office has set up 
shop downtown. And finally, the 
Urgent Action Network has arrived. 


WASHINGTON, DC. The Washington, 
DC Area Committee for Political 
Prisoners’ Rights has been working on 
organizing prison visits for activists as 


_well as setting up literature tables at 


campus and solidarity events in the 
area. They held a breakfast on 


February 18th at which a representa- 
tive from the Ohio 7 case spoke. At a 
local bookstore on March 11th the 


group sponsored “Conspiracy of 
Voices”, which featured poetry and 
writings of women political prisoners. 

The documentary “Through the 
Wire” will be shown to the public 
at the Kennedy Center on April 
28th, along with a panel discussion 
with representatives from differ- 
ent prisoner support groups. Dr. 
Luis Nieves Falcon will speak on 
behalf of Freedom Now at the pro- 
gram. In order to build up to the film 
showing and raise visibility of the 
issue, a house party/fund-raiser was 
held on March 17th. 


Original Art by Elizam Escobar. Elizam is a Puerto Rican Prisoner of War who is 
serving a 69-year sentence in U.S. prisons for fighting for the independence of | 
Puerto Rico. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS... 


SILVIA BARALDINI’s request for a 
transfer to Italy, her native country, 
pursuant to the Strasbourg Conven- 
tion is being held up by the US 
government. US refusal of her request 
would constitute a violation of inter- 
national treaty law. She has asked that 
letters of protest be sent on her behalf 
to: Richard Thornburgh, US Attorney 

_ General, US Dept. of Justice, 10th St. 
and Constitution Ave., Washington, 
DC, 20530 

LINDA BACKIEL, attorney in the 
Hartford 16 case and long-time 
activist, was convicted of civil con- 
tempt for resisting a Grand Jury 

“subpoena. The government issued 
the subpoena to attempt to obtain 
‘information on Betty Ann Duke, a 
former client of Linda's who jumped 
bail after her release pending trial. An 
April Sth hearing to quash the con- 
tempt order has been scheduled. 


THE KING OF PRUSSIA PLOW- 
SHARES GROUP will face resentencing 
on April 10th for a disarmament 
action that took place in 1980. Their 
case has been on appeal since then. 

A RESOURCE LIST of materials and 
videos currently available from Free- 
dom Now can be obtained from the 
national office. 

THE URGENT ACTION NETWORK 
is a reality. We need a base of reliable 
letter-writers to start it up. Please sign 
up IMMEDIATELY by sending the 
national office your name, address 
and phone number. Encourage 
friends to join. Brochures are available 
from the national office. 


` We welcome your comments, 
suggestions and criticisms. 
Graphic contributions are also 


sorely needed. Please send 
them to the Chicago Office. 


Freedom Now! Campaign for 
€imnesty and Human Rights 


for Political Prisoners 

in the United States 

59 E. Van Buren, Suite 14400 
Chicago, IL 60605 


WHAT YOU CAN DO: 


CJ JOIN the Urgent Action Network as 
a letter-writer today. Send name, 
address, and phone number to na- 
tional office. Start a letter-writing 
group with friends. It's free, and it's 
urgent!! 

Q DONATE money. Our work costs 
money, whether its printing, mailing, 
traveling or other costs. The Tribunal 
alone could cost $40,000. Please give 
generously. Checks can be made out 
to Freedom Now. 

CI VOLUNTEER to work for Freedom 
Now! in your area. There is always 


‘more work to do than hands to do it. 


CJ ATTEND the April 28th Symposium 
and get involved in building toward 
the Tribunal. Contact your local office 
for an invitation. 


